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Overview

Place-based Education
(PBE) and Linguistic
Landscapes (LL)

Literacy

Language corpora

Learning Latgalian: 
ideas





Place-based education

• To link students’ lives and their experiences to formal education 
(Gruenewald, 2003; Smith & Sobel, 2010; McInerney, Smyth, & Down, 
2011)

• When students are taught literature written by local authors and 
assisted to investigate the ecology of the area in which they live and 
the stories associated with their surroundings or locality, their 
conscious level of the place increases and they are helped to 
appreciate the value of their community and develop a sense of 
stewardship (Bishop 2004).



Place-based education

• Experiential learning – it connects to students’ experiences in their 
communities

• Connects experience in the community to the content of the official 
curriculum, linking up students to the problems and resources of 
their own locality

• Use project or problem-based learning with authentic tasks to
involve students in the real world outside the classroom



Place-based education

1) To reduce over-dependence on decontextualized texts and tests

2) To develop 21st century skills and attitudes through real-world 
learning experiences

3) To connect students in meaningful ways to the places they live, thus 
enhancing sense of self, community, and civic engagement.

(https://senseofplacelearning.org/projects/) 

https://senseofplacelearning.org/projects/


Linguistic Landscapes (LL) as a part of place-based education
(case-study from Vērēmi)





Literacy

To extract meaning from the text and to convey meaning through one’s own 
created text (in oral or written form)

• Listening

• Reading

• Viewing

input

• Critical
thinking

processing • Speaking

• Writing

output



Literacy: Reading, viewing, critical thinking

➢How does the LL reflect languages spoken in the community?

➢What can we learn about the local community from house names?

- What stays behind house names? 

- Which stories do they tell us? 

- In which contexts are they used?

- How are those signs created (semiotics)?

- What is property?

- How do house names reflect the traditional community and new-comers?



House

names

39
In Latvian

and

Latgalian

(marked in 

yellow)

- Vīteri

- Veituli

- Lāsumi

- Bitenieki 

- Ozolmājas

- Makašāni

- Minkāni

- Mortuži

- Dzīpari

- Kaktiņi

- Filips 2

- Sudrabeņi

- Austrumi

- Lejas 1

- Olandi

- Niedrītes

- Atmiņas

- Centrs

- Ziemas Ķirši

- Jāņi

- Vītoli

- Kaspari

- Dzedāni

- Svīres

- Mežmaļi

- Svikļi

- Spielnīki

-? (271)

- Melderi

- Smilgāji

- Kalnatūjas

- Kolnīši

- Saules kalni

- Bārzi

- Stūrīši

- Alejas

- Azarkrosti

- Ūši

- Svīres



Content for thinking:

Place names in Latgalian
Concepts: Place, land, property, community, identity, relationship

Old members of community New members of community



Places, communities, languages

➢Place is not just some small village, it is a relationship

➢Village is not just a small space unit, it is a community, relationships 
in the community

➢Outdoor learning, exploring places, spaces, communities, identities

➢Signs, languages, semiotics, meaning



What is place-based nowadays?

Literacy one generation ago Literacy now



Bārzs (birch-tree) in Latgalian texts 



Symbolic meaning of birch-tree



Corpus of spoken Latgalian
(https://mularkorpuss.rta.lv) 



Latgalian in comparison with Latvian: bērzs



Corpus-based language learning

Opportunities to develop a ‘feeling’ for the language through corpus 
data. 

Discovery learning, the opportunity to get a direct access to the data 
and build on their own profile of meaning (Huang 2011)



Literacy: output – creating new stories (meaning)

• Places, communities, languages – creating stories

• Embedding of space, objects, people into a new narrative (story)

• Listening

• Reading

• Viewing

input

• Critical
thinking

processing • Speaking

• Writing

output





• Project-based 
learning

• Experiential learning 
(learning by doing)

• Corpus-based 
learning

• Problem-based 
learning

• Contrastive analysis 
(Latgalian-Latvian)

• LL

• Literature written by 
local authors

• Folk tales

• Community members 
(narratives)

• Language corpora

• Information literacy

• Critical thinking

• Collaboration and 
communication

• Creativity and
innovation

• Problem solving

• Autonomous learning

• Digital literacy 

• Linguistics

• Culture, literature, art

• History 

• Economy

Content
Transversal 

skills

Methods
Text 

sources
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